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orance
We assume a lot as a parent. I can’t tell you how many times I've assumed my kids knew things
they didn’t know or could make connections between truths I've taught them that they absolutely
could not, or could apply truth correctly that their lives revealed they couldn’t.
We also need to include forgetfulness in this category. Whether they should have forgotten or not,
whether they shouldn’t have been ignorant, they still are. They forgot. They don’t remember. They
functionally don’t know even though the information had washed over their ears in the past.
If your child is very young, ignorance is definitely part of the problem, but—let’s be honest—none
of us have a puritan or Berean understanding of the Scripture that we should have. We're all
woefully ignorant of God’s expectations.
So, regardless of the age of your child, their knowledge needs to be investigated, not assumed.
Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; Ephesians 4:17-18

Il. Discontentment

If what’s happening to your child is wrong, unjust, and unfair, he or she will be tempted to believe
that a harsh response is warranted. How often do we parents respond with inappropriate
harshness for the same reason?

Discontentment is at the root of all unkindness, complaining, anger, fear, and a panoply of other
responses. And each of those sinful behaviors feels vindicated because discontentment causes us
to see ourselves as victims.

We need to investigate our child’s heart to understand why they believe their behavior is
appropriate. As we ask questions, we need to look for language that reveals an ungrateful heart.
As your child talks through their own justification for their unkindness, cheating, stealing, lying,
disrespect, anger, or any other number of sins, you may likely find that they’re entirely discontent
with the state of things and are justifying their behavior because of it.

Don’t just shut down the behavior. In a case of discontentment, your child—who believes their
behavior is completely justifiable—will likely only view you as being part of the problem because
you’re being unfair as well.

They will need to be confronted by the truths of God in His Word. We must pray that the Holy
Spirit will shine the light of conviction deep into their hearts.

We aren’t allowed to be discontent in this life, but when we lie to ourselves and embrace
ingratitude and discontentment, that will create so many of the presenting issues that hurt us and
those around us.

IIl. Hatred

True love is the polar opposite of hatred, but even that idea of hatred will confuse your kids if they
don’t understand what biblical hatred is.

Love is wanting and working toward God’s best interest in someone’s life whether they appear to
deserve it or want it. Therefore, hatred is not working toward God’s best interest in the person’s
life.

This hatred can be unkind and harsh, but it can also be friendly. Your child’s best friend who
encourages your child to lie to you about what happened at the sleepover is acting like a hateful
enemy even though they think they’re being a good friend.

In the same way, powerful truth that convicts our hearts is likely the most loving thing we needed
to hear.
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All of the presenting problems in your homes boils down to self-love and hatred of others. The
individual wants what they want. They don’t care about God’s will for your life or their own. They
will hurt you and pursue hurtful goals in their own lives because they don’t want what God wants.
Proverbs 10:12

de
Humility is not considering my own desires and needs. Humility pursues God’s glory and others’
good before my own. Pride, on the other hand, considers my own desires and needs first. It
absolutely does not make God’s desires and others’ needs my top priorities.
Jesus told us that the two greatest commands were to love God and love others. Romans 12:10
tells us to be “devoted to one another in brotherly love, giving preference to one another in
honor.”
You cannot truly love someone without prioritizing him or her above yourself.
Philippians 2 reveals that Jesus did everything He did in obedience to the Father and for the good
of His people because He didn’t pridefully pursue what He deserved.
Pride is one of the most seminal roots of sin. Every presenting problem in your home ties back to
pride in one way or another. We need to teach our kids this, help them see it in their own lives,
model humility, and reprove them when they give in to it.
Pride is the most natural expression of human depravity. It’s a daily battle that I, you, and your
kids will forever fight. But we need to be fighting it, not superficially squashing the behavior that
grows from the pride without ever addressing it.
James 4 starts by reveling the most seminal root of the strife in your home. That’s our final point.
But when James starts teaching us how to fix the problem, he includes this admonition, “God is
opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
We all need God’s grace to resist the devil, cleanse our sinful hands, purity our stained hearts, and
stop being double-minded. And we will only ever access this grace by humbly putting God and
others first.

belief
Sometimes their unbelief goes all the way to the core of their being—your child is mean or lazy or
angry or disobedient because they’re unsaved. They don’t have the animating power of God to
actually do what He says, the way He says, for the reasons He says. In cases such as these, we
need to engage in daily Evangelism Parenting.
However, it’s also possible that your children—by the grace of God—have been saved by faith.
They are born again and have new life in Christ. But each of our sins is a result of a momentary
lack of faith. This doesn’t mean we lose our salvation, but it does mean that we didn’t trust that
God’s way was best in that moment.
All sin grows from unbelief. Pride grows from unbelief. Hatred grows from unbelief.
Discontentment grows from unbelief. And sometimes even ignorance can grow from it. If I don’t
believe what I've been taught is important enough to work really hard to remember, I'll easily
forget it.
So, whether our kids are saved or unsaved, when they have presenting problems in their lives, we
can know for sure that in that moment they weren’t believing what they were commanded by God
to believe about Him, His Word, and their lives.
Romans 14:23; Hebrews 11; Genesis 3
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