Truth.Love.Parent. Episode 607

What Would Change in Your Home?

I. The Importance of the Question

This question is not designed to cause us to doubt the veracity of the Bible.

This question is designed to help us identify exactly how much God means to us, and it can even
reveal whether or not we really believe God to be Who He says He is.

People have changed jobs, moved out of the country, broken off relationships, changed the way
they dressed, gotten tattoos, and even killed themselves after losing a loved one.

This happens because they didn’t quite realize exactly how important that person had been to
them and how much of their lives was impacted by that person.

If people make life changes when family, friends, and even pets die, if people will change their
lives when they realize their political party has been lying to them, if people will practically morph
overnight when one or two of their long held beliefs change, then don’t you think your life would
have to change pretty significantly if tomorrow you stopped believing in God?

Il. The Answers to the Question

Everything Changes

- Ifyou believe in God, and absolutely everything in your life is impacted by that belief, and
you were to stop believing it . . . then everything would have to change.

- God-focused activities like praying and reading the Bible and assembling with the church and
listening to Christian music and evangelizing and counseling and discipling would all
absolutely stop. There would be no reason to continue doing any of it.

- And then there’s all the other stuff that was motivated by my belief in God. If you exercise
any moderation when you eat because you want to please the Lord by not being gluttonous,
you now no longer have that motivation. Now, that doesn’t mean you’ll automatically start
eating like a cow, but the motivation for eating the way you have been must change. If you
continue to eat the same way, you’ll have to do it for different reasons, but your eating will in
fact be impacted if you stopped believing in God. And the same would be true for the type of
entertainment you consume, the vehicles you drive, the habits you have, and how you parent.

Somethlng Changes
For people in this category, the obviously “religious” activities like prayer, Bible reading,
Christian music, and church attendance would stop. A person in this category probably
doesn’t have much of a habit of other more significant religious activities like evangelizing
and discipling, but if they did, these activities would stop as well.

- But all of the “average” daily/practical things they do that they believe aren’t dictated or
motivated by God’s Word would stay the same. They’d be doing the same things for the same
reasons because God wasn’t really influencing them any way.

Nothmg Changes
Few to none of their daily choices were made with God in mind, and if they prayed or opened
a Bible or went to church, it was under duress or in a time of distress or never. Therefore,
very little to anything at all would change if they stopped believing in God tomorrow.

- This category is actually the most dangerous. This category represents two extremes. One
extreme is an unbeliever whose religious traditions are important to her. Of course, her
eating and entertainment and spending and parenting are motivated by any number of things
other than glorifying God. In fact, some of it may be motivated by an idea that looks an awful
lot like glorifying God but is nothing more nor less than legalistic obligation she believes God
wants of her.
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- However, on the other side of this middle ground are the genuine—yet very immature—
Christians. They’re actually born again, but they’re young in the faith. There are many facets
of their lives that are untouched by God’s glory. What makes this middle ground so
dangerous is that everyone in it believes he’s a Christian . . . whether he is or not.

IV. How to Know If You’re Answering the Question Accurately
- Our choices must carry more weight than our words.

- People can lie, they can say false things whether they know it or not, but their actions rarely
lie. A child who says he loves God but who lives in rebellion to his parents is showing that—if
he does at times love God—it’s definitely being contradicted in his disobedience.

- A person who says they love the Lord but who rarely—if ever—reads their Bible, prays, or
spends time with God’s people is lying to themselves.

- Our motivations must carry more weight than our choices.

= One can tell you that he loves God, and you can see that his entertainment choices are pure
and clean. However, if through conversation he reveals to you that the only reason he
watches clean movies is to impress his in-laws, or he doesn’t want to get kicked out of his
church, or he's prejudiced against anything he believes to be below him, or any other reason
that reveals he’s doing it for his own glorify based off his own criteria, then God isn’t pleased.
That’s called idolatry.

- God’s Word must carry more weight than our motivations.

- Someone who lives in the darkness of their sin can shout until they’re blue in the face that
they’re a child of God, but when I John 1:6 says, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him
and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not do the truth,” God’s Word has to win.

- When the Scriptures reveal that someone who is being sanctified will be growing in the Fruits
of the Spirit and be following the path laid out in II Peter 1:5-7, we don’t get to contradict
that. Let God be true and every man a liar. The Scriptures have to be the standard.

V. How to Know If You’re Answering the Question Accurately
- If everything in your family’s life would have to completely change because there
would be no more reason to do it and no more motivation for doing it the way you’re
doing it, then you have just revealed something very encouraging.

- It doesn’t mean you'’re perfect. It doesn’t mean you're better than anyone else. It simply
means that by God’s grace, you and your family are striving to do the right things in the right
ways for the right reasons. It means that you love the Lord enough that if you could stop
believing in Him, absolutely everything in your life would have to change.

- If nothing in your family’s life would change, that means that God clearly isn’t that
important to you.

- You're deluded and deceived and that whatever belief you think you have is either only a
partial belief or simply knowledge and mere mental acquiescence.

- Ifyou have a son or daughter who would continue talking the way they do and listening to
the music they do and hanging out with the same friends and responding to you the way they
do, then none of that was truly motivated by God and His glory or there would be no reason
to continue doing it. And if it were all self-serving from the beginning, then the problem was
evident before the question was asked.
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- If only some things in your life would change, you need to give very careful thought
to the implications.
- First, it reveals immaturity.

At best, the individuals with this answer are truly born again, but they’re immature.
Their answer reveals that the areas in which they wouldn’t change are the areas in which
they need to better know God, understand Him, and submit to Him.

Let’s say how your child interacts with their academics wouldn’t change at all if they
stopped believing in God. This might be because they’re unashamedly lazy or cheaters or
foolish, and that’s an issue regardless of their answer to this question. However, the
more dangerous scenario is where their attention in class and their homework and their
pursuit of knowledge is otherwise very good but completely unaffected by God.

It reveals unbelief. It shows that belief, love, and submission to God aren’t the
motivators for their academics. That means that their academics are pursued for their
own glory and in their own power. That’s called idolatry.

If you walked through all of the decisions you or your child make in a week, and you
considered what affect disbelieving God would have on those decisions, any time you
find a decision unaffected by God, you've uncovered an area for spiritual growth. That’s
really beneficial. It gives our parenting some real focus as we seek to rear our kids in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.

But, remember, this is a best case scenario. The other reality is that . . .

- Second, it reveals unregeneration.

Yes, Christians sins. Our sin is a result of spiritual immaturity that we should want to
address. But unbelievers sin just like Christians sin and for the same reasons. The trick is
identifying whether the sinner in front of us is a believer who has slipped (once again)
into self-worship or an unbeliever perpetually in their self-worship.

If there are areas in your life or your kids’ lives that would be completely unchanged, you
need to identify if it’s a result of spiritual weakness or spiritual death. And—remember—
they’re identical on the surface.

The key to discovering spiritual counterfeits is the same as discovering counterfeit
currency. Don’t spend your time looking at the problem, look at the truth. We need to
move past the counterfeit to consider the biblical realities against which we should be
comparing the potential counterfeit.

In cases like this, we need to get to the root. Does your child truly believe in the God of
the Bible? We're not asking what they know about God, we’re not asking if they like the
idea of God or philosophically can justify the existence of God. We’re looking for
genuine, life-altering belief. If it’s not there, then your child’s lack of change—were they
to stop believing in God—is actually just a revelation that they never actually believed in
Him in the first place. It’s revealing spiritual death.

- True, genuine good fruit that’s a result of spiritual life and empowerment is the right thing
done in the right way and for the right reasons. The reason needs to be for God’s glory and
pleasure and because He’s worth it. The way is in accordance to His commands. (Matthew

7:15-27 )
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