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Show & Tell Parenting

Jesus told.
- You need to speak the truth of God.

Psalm 119:160 says that the sum of God’s Word is truth, and we need to be regularly
expanding our parenting Bibles as we bring more and more of the Scriptures to bear in our
kids’ lives.

Everything Jesus said was the Word of God because He is the Word of God, but even then it’s
so important for us to realize that much of what Jesus spoke came from the Old Testament
Scriptures. The God-Man whose every word was inspired repeatedly found it best to quote
from the Law and the Prophets.

How much more should we—we who are not God and who are not inspired and who are not
perfect—how much more should we fill our teaching and reproving and correcting and
training with the Bible.

That’s what Ambassador Parents of God do. We speak His Words how, when, and why He
would have us speak them.

Deuteronomy 6 and Ephesians 6:4 are unavoidably clear . . . Biblical parenting is rearing our
kids in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, telling to our kids what God has told us from
His Word.

When it came to telling, Jesus always knew exactly what teaching, reproof, correction, or
training the individuals before Him most needed. He always knew exactly what needed to be
said to accomplish His purposes. That meant that His telling was perfect.

Well . . . our’s is not perfect for at least two reasons. The first is that we don’t always speak
God’s Word as we should. That was our last point. But the second reason our telling isn’t
perfect is that we don’t really know our kids’ greatest needs.

- You must know what your child most needs to be told.

This will require correctly identifying their greatest needs. In the biblical counseling arena,
we call this “picking the fruit.” Now, that metaphor is pretty straightforward. You pick the
fruit to determine if it’s good or bad. However, I'm sure we all realize that—when dealing with
people—it’s not always as easy as it is at an apple orchard.

This is why Proverbs 20:5 says, “Counsel in the heart of a man is like deep water, But a man
of discernment draws it out.” It takes genuine, Holy Spirit empowered discernment to
correctly draw out another’s heart. The word translated “discernment” refers to skill in
reasoning or skillful understanding.

I Thessalonians 5:14 reads, “And we urge you, brothers, admonish the unruly, encourage the
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.” In order to know how best to minster
to them, we need to know who they are.

Are you skillful when it comes to identifying your children’s greatest spiritual needs? Not
what the world says they need, not what your child feels they need, but what God says they
need? Picking that fruit will require not only pulling it from the tree and making certain it’s
healthy and good on the outside, but also cutting that fruit open, smelling it, tasting it, and
even doing testing on it.

James 4:1-3 reveals that our passions motivate our fighting. Galatians 5:16-17 teaches that we
need to walk by the Spirit so we don’t fulfill the desires of the flesh. Closely related to our
desires is our thoughts, and Proverbs 23:7 tells us, “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.”
But that’s all pretty superficial. In order to truly identity the most seminal need they have,
biblical counselors must recognize that we want what we want because we believe what we
believe about God, His Word, and ourselves.
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- Hebrews 11:6 reveals, “And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.” 11
Corinthians 5:7 says, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” And Romans 14:23 explains that
“whatever is not from faith is sin.”

- That means biblical counselors need to draw out the deepest recesses of their heart to
understand what lies they were believing about God, how they were believing those lies, and
why they were believing those lies which produced the wrong desires and created the wrong
fruit.

- And...guess what. .. that’s what we parents should do as well. Otherwise, we run the very
real risk of telling them things that aren’t what they need to hear.

Il. Jesus showed.

Hypocrisy is not expecting something from others with which you yourself struggle. As long as
you are striving in the power of the Holy Spirit to grow in the same areas you’re encouraging your
children to grow—and working to grow together—your imperfection is not hypocrisy. True
hypocrisy is expecting of others what I do not expect from myself. (Matthew 23:1-4; Matthew
15:7-9)

But Jesus didn’t just tell, He showed. He consistently practiced what He preached. He lived the
lessons He expected others to learn. He commanded the disciples to love each other after He had
perfectly loved them for three years and was about to demonstrate the deepest act of love one can
do ... give up His life for others.

This showing is not more important than telling, but it’s equally as important as telling. However,
without the showing, our telling becomes perverted and dangerous.

When we’re hypocrites, we teach our kids to be hypocrites. There’s never been a person who said,
“Do as I say, not as I do,” who was ever respected and who ever really taught anyone anything
valuable. Sure, many people have learned from them how to not be like them, but their telling is
poisoned and impotent because their lives are screaming that they don’t even believe what they’re
saying.

However, if our greatest motivation for being a Show and Tell Parent is the influence we’ll have on
our kids, then our motivation is imperfect and desperately lacking.

Our greatest motivation for showing and telling the truth of God’s Word is that He deserves it. We
need to show and tell as an act of worship to God. He expects it from us; it pleases Him, and that
needs to be why we do it.

I Corinthians 10:31 reads, “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.” That “whatever you do” refers to your parenting as well. And in order to truly
glorify God, you need to parent for His glory . . . not your own, not so you can accomplish what
you want, not so you can make your kids what you want them to be. You need to do it because it
pleases Him and is the result of you thinking about Him rightly.

Yes, the influence God wants us to have on our kids as we parent to His honor and glory is very
real, but also very secondary. We may be an amazing Show and Tell Parent, but our kids still
reject God.

Look at Jesus. He repeatedly said that He was on this earth to do the will of His Father in Heaven.
Yes, He was here to seek and save the lost, but the motivation for that glorious pursuit was to
submit to and please the Father.
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