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Why Didn’t Your Child Do What You Asked?
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I. They Won’t.
- Jonah 1:1-3; Psalm 2

- Simply put, sin is a violation of God’s law. Whether it’s commission or omission, purposeful or 

mindless, we sin when we disobey God. And our sin nature—the sin-tainted core of our being—
simply doesn’t want to obey. 


- We’re vain, empty, and senseless in our desire to rebel against authority.

- Yes, your kids frequently will disobey simply because they want to.


II. They Shan’t.
- Mark 9:28-29; Matthew 14

- Shan’t is a contraction of the phrase “shall not,” but “shall not” has another flavor to it. Whereas 

“will not” is a refusal, “shall not” does express that it won’t happen, but that it’s not necessarily 
under their control. In a legal sense, it signifies that something is not permitted or is required to 
be avoided. 


- Sometimes we tell our kids to do something that they—honestly—don’t know how to do. They 
shall not be successful—not because of rebellion, and not genuinely because of inability, but 
because of immaturity. They were A. too ignorant and B. too immature. They weren’t experienced 
or imaginative enough to try to figure out the answer to the issue. 


- How many times must we repeat the same instructions before we expect them to remember it on 
their own? We can’t answer that for you because wise Biblical Parenting leans into the subjectivity 
of parenting different children at different ages. 


- On the other hand, if you’ve repeatedly explained and shown them how to do it, they need to bear 
the responsibility of their failure.


- Regardless, though, wherever that line is, they can’t be on the right side all of the time. There will 
be times that you told them things that it makes sense they forgot. And we need to be humble 
enough to recognize when we weren’t as thorough in our teaching as we like to think we were. 


- The great military tactician Sun Tzu balanced these extremes well. He said, “If words of command 
are not clear and distinct, if orders are not thoroughly understood, then the general is to blame.” 
In such cases, he took it upon himself to reteach the instruction to make sure the command was 
clear and distinct and that the orders were thoroughly understood. May we too be quick to deal 
with the log in our own eyes first. 


- However, Sun Tzu then followed up further disobedience with, “If words of command are not 
clear and distinct, if orders are not thoroughly understood, the general is to blame. But if his 
orders are clear, and the soldiers nevertheless disobey, then it is [their fault].”


- Be humble enough to at least consider the possibility that your child didn’t have all of the 
information and was simply too inexperienced or unimaginative to come up with the solution in 
the absence of clear instruction.


- Does this mean there should be no consequences? Yes, some children are unimaginative even 
though they have been taught how to solve problems like the one they faced. Their disobedience 
may have been rooted in a lack of desire to exercise their problem solving skills to figure out how 
to best obey the command they were given. And there will be other times where there was no fault 
on her side.
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III. They Can’t
- Exodus 5:12-16; Numbers 22-24

- In the previous category, the children might have been able to figure it out on their own. 

However, this category covers the things we ask our kids to do that they legitimately are 
completely incapable of doing. It’s not just that they don’t know how, it’s that even if they knew 
how, they still couldn’t. 


- Let’s face it, there will be times where we put too heavy an expectation on our kids—like Saul 
ordering his soldiers to abstain from food so they could pursue the enemy with undistracted vigor. 
That command was foolish, destructive, and bound for failure.


- There probably have been times you inadvertently asked your child to do something they 
legitimately couldn’t because you were unaware of the situation. And, yes, there are bada parents 
who are so foolish and deluded that they knowingly expect their kids to do things they cannot do.


- But too often we’re no better. We don’t do it on purpose. We’re nobly ignorant most of the time, 
but that doesn’t change the fact that we want our kids to do things they legitimately are 
completely incapable of accomplishing.

- Expecting Christ-honoring choices from unbelieving children. 


- This can include things like expecting your unregenerated son or daughter to be salt and 
light at school. It makes sense, you honestly think your child is born again. And—if they 
were—they absolutely can be salt and light at school. But since they’re not saved, there is 
absolutely no light or salt. It’s impossible, and yet your expectation is still there. 


- There are too many parents who are ignorant of their child’s spiritual state, but they 
simply assume the best (often despite the evidence) and expect their kids to live like 
disciples of Christ when they’re not. 


- Expecting spiritually mature choices from spiritually immature children.

- In a very real sense—your children (whether they be spiritually dead or immature) are 

supernaturally incapable of being anything more than they are.

- Of course, God saves people, and, yes, your spiritually immature children need to be in 

the process of maturing. And, yes, we need to have High Biblical Expectations for our 
kids if we’re to be Ambassador Parents. But the difference is how the two are practically 
pursued. 


- We must expect my kids to be holy as God is holy, but we also must recognize their 
inability and parent them accordingly, preparing them by teaching and reproving, lifting 
their arms, lifting them when the fall, etc. We must posture ourselves to do this because 
we know they cannot do it in their own strength.


- But the wrong approach we’re talking about blindly assumes too much of the kids, and 
isn’t even trying to recognize their inability and where they need help. The assumption is 
that everything will be okay. These are loving parents with high goals for their kids, but 
who are functionally, spiritually absent. They assume their kids are saved and growing, 
but they’re not paying enough attention to realize that’s not the case. Or, they’re ignorant 
of the fruit of repentance that comes with mature spiritual life. 


- If they can’t, parent their inability by acknowledging your own inappropriate expectations, and 
then lead them to trust in and be conformed to the image of the One who created them and wants 
to be their King. This is Evangelism Parenting and Discipleship Parenting 101.


- If they shan’t, parent their inadequacy by filling in the necessary holes. Teach them, discipline, 
and train them.


- If they won’t, parent the iniquity. Confront their sin with reproof and call them to repentance.
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