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Parenting Your Kids to Adulthood, Part 5 | The Community

. The Purpose of the Community

- Ephesians 4:15-16

- This body, the church, is intended to speak truth in love to each other so that they build each
other up in love into their head which is Christ. That is the purpose of this community.

- Thelocal community of believers should already exist in your church, but that doesn’t mean that
it does or that its functioning properly. That’s why it’s important for many people to take the
necessary step to actually create their community—because it’s not already present and
functioning.

- Remember, this community does not exist solely to influence your kids. It’s for you too. Do not
lean just into your kids’ maturity. Create community for you as well. Prioritize your own spiritual
maturity.

Il. The Members of the Community
- Titus 2:2-8
- God expects two important things of your community members.

- They need to be mature. They should be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith,
sound in love, sound in perseverance, and sound in the word, reverent, teaching what is good,
submissive, the model of good works, and pure in doctrine.

- They need to be active in your life. It’s no good to be surrounded by Godly men and
women who aren’t actively involved in our lives in informal and formal ways.

- Potential Members

- Church Members

- Family

- Friends

- People at School or Work

- Biblical Counselors

lll. The Creation of the Community
- God clearly wants us thinking and speaking truth, so what does that look like in a conversation
with a potential member of your parenting community? It looks like an honest invitation.
- Taking the step to present it as an invitation is incredibly freeing. It can be like kicking down a
door that was barring a deeper relationship.

IV. The Progression of the Community

- These interactions will be very diverse depending on the individual and what they bring to the
community, but the most important nonnegotiable is that these relationships not be merely
indirect. Yes, your kids should be surrounded with believers whose lives are an example, but the
people in your parenting community need to be directly speaking into your family’s lives.

- The dynamic of the relationship is going to depend on the best kind of influence that person is
equipped to offer, but I also hope you see that we’re not just connecting our kids with these people
and hoping the adult is a good influence on them while they’re with your child. You are creating
intentional opportunities that you, your child, and the other person all understand are part of
helping them become the mature adult God is creating them to be.
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V. The Maintenance of the Community

James 5:14-16

In the same way you have to have deliberate, honest conversations in order to create this
community, you also have to have deliberate, honest conversations to maintain it.

Don’t invite your daughters basketball coach to be an integral part of her overcoming anger issues
and then never connect with the coach to see how things are going and how you can support the
coach.

Naturally, we hope the coach will communicate with us if there’s a problem, so when they don’t
communicate with us . . . we assume there isn’t a problem. But that’s lazy. If we understand the
importance of rearing our kids to adulthood by the time they turn 13, and then helping them
transition from a young adult to a more mature adult from there on out, then we should take this
seriously.

We need to have regular times of teaching and reproof in our lives. We need to lean into those and
be humble enough to talk about our temptations and sins and get real, biblical help.

Having a Christ-honoring parenting community does take time. We're all sinners. We get lazy, we
despair when we don’t see change, sometimes someone we thought was mature proves to be
otherwise, life get’s busy, we change and grow and need help in new areas, and that’s why this is a
continual project. Discipleship always is.

When we’re not intentional, they will always fall apart, so we need to maintain these relationships
with the same intentionality, honesty, and love with which we created them.
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