
Evermind Ministries Truth.Love.Parent. Episode 328

The Choice All Parents Have to Make, Part 2

AMBrewster

V. How we parent this year will be an indenturing choice.
- Matthew 20:25-28, John 13:12-17, Philippians 2:5-8  
- Modern slavery is a sin, but indentured servitude to the God of the Cosmos is our calling. It’s what 

we were created to do. And when we serve God rightly, it will result in us serving those around us. 
- Do you want to parent well this year? 

- First, you must remember that you are a slave of Christ. You are His Ambassador. What you 
want doesn’t matter if it doesn’t conform with His will. We are to parent our children as He 
would parent our children. 

- But second, we must understand that our service to Christ is going to result in our service to 
our families.  

- Merriam-Webster defines indenture as “a contract binding one person to work for another for a 
given period of time.” It’s a legal, binding choice to offer ourselves as living sacrifices to God in 
our parenting, and in so doing, emulate our Lord as His ambassador by serving our family. 

VI. How we parent this year will be an influential choice.
- Joshua knew two things about his household: A. He was one of the most influential voices in their 

lives. B. His family would follow his leadership.  
- When your children are very young it’s easy to believe you have their hearts. But it’s hard to tell 

the difference between genuinely loving submission and contented pragmatism.  
- Everyone thinks their kids worship the ground they walk on — and to a certain extent, that’s true 

in an undeveloped sense. But as our children grow and their sinfulness takes on selfish 
independence that doesn’t mind hurting those around them, it’s easier for us to see their true 
hearts. 

- This is one reason the stereotype is that parents and their teenage children grow apart. It’s 
practically assumed in our culture that once your kid hits thirteen, your relationship with them is 
in for a bumpy ride.  

- But this stereotype grows from a giant misconception. It rises from the idea that a mildly obedient 
child who still retains his storge affection for his parents has a wonderful relationship with his 
parents. That’s not the reality. 

- Generally speaking, the teenager who is antagonistic toward his family has always been separated 
from them. Whereas before their self-worship lead them to fawn on mom and dad or 
pragmatically choose to follow the only family traditions they’ve ever known, now their self-
worship — coupled with an ever-growing understanding of their ability to think and act 
independently from their parents — leads them to do whatever they want. 

- The fruit may look different superficially, but it isn’t any different in nature because the root is 
the same — self-worship.  

- A child who grows away from her parents later in life hasn’t really grown away from her parents. 
She was always predisposed to her own way and her own desires. It’s just now her selfishness 
doesn’t agree with mom and dad. 

- And, if we’re being logical and honest, we can admit that a pharisaical adherence to our 
commands is no better than a rebellious rejection of our commands.
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- As Ambassador Parents, we should be parenting our kids toward a relationship with God.  
- Now, since all of our children come into this world separated from God, it’s better for us to 

assume we don’t have our children’s hearts regardless of how quickly they obey when we speak. 
This different parenting mindset will drive us to to do two things: 
- First, instead of assuming we know where our kids minds are, we’ll be on a journey of 

discovery.  
- Second, instead of assuming our kids adore us, we’ll be on a mission to win their trust. All of 

this assumes that we’re trying to be an influential voice in our children’s lives and that — if 
we have a genuine relationship of love and trust — our kids will follow us. 

- I believe Joshua knew that about his family. He knew that given the individual choice to serve the 
Lord, his family would follow his lead because they loved him and trusted him. He had their 
hearts and was influencing them for God. 

- Your parenting choices this year will be influential. If you parent for selfish reasons, you’ll be 
teaching your kids to reject your authority as you reject God’s. If our parenting is rooted in us 
getting from our kids what we want, we’re teaching them to live life the same way. 

VII.How we parent this year should be an indisputable choice.
- “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  
- The name Joshua invoked was the personal, covenant-keeping, name of God. The word translated 

LORD in the English is the word Yahweh in the Hebrew. It’s the unique name of God. It 
encompasses His otherness, but it also drips of His personal care and relationship. 

- Joshua knew the obvious answer. He wasn’t going to pursue empty worship of false, foreign gods. 
And though he knew it would be a daily struggle, he didn’t want to waste any more time 
worshipping Joshua! 

- He knew the only, indisputable answer was Yahweh. 
- It should be a clear choice to every one of us.
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