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How to Handle "I don't know."

AMBrewster

I. We need to respond correctly when our kids don’t have the answer.
- There are an infinite number of things we don’t know — II Corinthians 12:2; Psalm 26:1. 
- We need to start by being aware of the things our children know and understand.  

- This means being an observant parent on one side. 
- It means we’ll ask pointed questions on the other. 

- We get annoyed when our children don’t know things we think they should know. Therefore, we 
need to respond correctly. 
- Don’t be arrogant.  
- Trust the Lord. I 
-  We parents need to help our children be honest, mature, and trustworthy. And this will often 

require us call our kids’ shenanigans. It’s not that we shouldn’t drive to know the truth; we 
should have the right attitude while doing it. 

II. We need to help our children with their “I don’t knows.”
- If your children legitimately don’t know the answer, you can equip them to learn it. 

If our kids don’t have the answer, let’s give it to them — I Samuel 17:55-56. 
- If your children should have known the answer, but they forgot, you need to remind 

them. 
- You can remind them by reteaching them — John 14:5-7. But don’t forget to remind them 

that they should have remembered it and will need to remember it moving forward.  
- You can remind them by requiring them to find the answer on their own — Matthew 

23:21-27.  
- Remember, that saying, “ I don’t know” when you did in fact know something in the past isn’t 

honest. It’s better to say, “I forgot.”  
- If your children carelessly say they don’t have the answer, you need to admonish 

them and discover the root of their habit.  
- We admonish our children by warning them of judgment that comes from careless words — 

Matthew 12:34-37. 
- We then need to discover how the habit was originally formed. This will be one of the other 

four reasons people say, “I don’t know.”  
- If your children are spiritually blind to the answer, you need to introduce them to 

Christ. 
-  Unsaved people can’t understand spiritual things without a relationship with Christ — 

Romans 8:5-8 and Proverbs 4:19.  
- If your children lie about not knowing the answer, you need to admonish them and 

attempt to discover the truth.  
- If you already know the truth, you can make it easier for them to tell the Truth by exposing 

the fact that you already know it — Genesis 4:9-11.  
- If you don’t know the truth, but you suspect your child is lying, you need to admonish them 

and let them know that you are going to work to discover the truth. 
- Start by being preemptive: “Listen, what I’m about to ask you is going to be hard. You’re 

going to be tempted to lie because you’re afraid of the consequences. But you need to 
remember what God says about lying. Why would you take one bad choice and the 
potential consequences and make it worse by adding more?”
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- If the child lies, proceed this way: 
- Let them know that you’re trusting God to reveal the truth. Their fight is with Him, not 

you. And He’s a lot smarter and more competent than you. Numbers 32:23 warns us, 
“If you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin 
will find you out.” 

- Tell them that the best person to reveal the truth is them. Even though they lied, the 
best thing to do is to apologize for the lie and speak truth. Ephesians 4:25 says, 
“Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his 
neighbor, for we are members one of another.” Sometimes our kids think they need to 
stretch their lie to the bitter end. We need to make it easy for them to speak Truth. 

- Explain that even if the Lord allows you to not discover the truth, and even if they 
think they’ve “gotten away” with their lie, there are still consequences. Teach them 
about Primary and Secondary Consequences. Secondary Consequences are the things 
about which our children are the most concerned. They don’t want the groundings or 
spankings or time outs, but they foolishly don’t realize that those consequences are 
only necessary because of the broken relationship with God and their parents. Those 
are the two greatest Primary Consequences. However, the third is this: when they  sin 
against God, their relationship with Him is affected, but they also make it easier to sin 
again in the future — further hurting their relationship with Him and making it easier 
to continue down the same path.  

- Now, they may be spiritually blind and not care about the Primary Consequences as long as 
they aren’t grounded when it’s all said and done. And that means we may need to revolve 
our priorities to Evangelism Parenting. 


