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I. How do Christians celebrate Easter the wrong way?
- Some people put way too much emphasis on the bunny.

- But is it worth sacrificing even ten minutes of the one day of the year we focus on God’s most 
glorious earthly act to play games involving a fictional bunny?

- Is our love and the love of our disciplees for Christ going to deepen because we told a story 
about a rabbit or searched for some eggs?

- There’s anything inherently wrong with coloring eggs and stuff like that, but perhaps we need 
to reckon with the fact that the Easter baskets and egg hunts have nothing to do with Jesus 
and don’t mature us in our Christ-likeness. If the candy and the games do nothing more than 
please our own desire for fun and tasty treats, is God really preeminent at that moment.

- However, on the other side of the equation are the people who put too much emphasis on the 
religious activities.
- Have you ever wondered why people who would otherwise not attend church feel compelled 

to do it on Easter and Christmas? Does it really have to do with what God prefers? Is it really 
an act of worship to Him?

- In a similar way, Protestants sometimes find personal satisfaction in their religious rites — to 
the exclusion of God. 

- Whether it’s dressing to the nines on Easter Sunday or preparing the perfect lunch or 
preaching the best sermon or singing in the cantata or just being present in the church on 
such a holy day . . . often we take more joy in the religious traditions than we do the God they 
were designed to celebrate.

- And then there are others who honestly just forget about Easter.
- They see it on the calendar, they recognize it when it arrives, but it’s not important enough to 

really prepare for or participate in with intentional gusto.
- And each of these godless approaches to Easter — focusing on the bunny, forgetting the 

celebration, or following the traditions for traditions sake — are all a result of the same heart issue 
— idolatry.

- There are only two God/gods we can worship. We will either worship the one true God of the 
universe, or we’ll worship the little-g god of self.

- Distracting ourselves with the candy and games for our own personal enjoyment is for us. 
Multiplying our piety through religious observances just because we feel holier and we like it is 
just for us. And not giving God the attention due Him because of our own forgetfulness is also all 
about us.

- It’s God or self every single time.

II. How do we prepare for an amazing, God-focused, and Christ-exalting Easter?
- We must prepare our hearts to worship God.

- Man’s natural proclivity is to self-worship. It takes an act of God and concerted effort on our 
part with the power of the Holy Spirit to substitute self-worship for God worship.

- We should never approach it lightly, or we’ll slip into doing otherwise good things for bad 
reasons . . . or worse — bad things for bad reasons.

- That’s why we should plan our preparation. 
- Meditating on Scripture unique to the celebration at hand is one of the single best ways to 

prepare your heart to celebrate God.
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- It’s really hard to forget or overemphasize the bunny or not appreciate the God behind the 
symbolism when you’ve spent weeks meeting with God in His Word and in prayer. 

- The salvation focus of Easter is Justification, so it’s a great time to praise the Lord for your 
salvation and pray for those who you know are still unsaved.

- You can prepare your heart for Easter by praying through the Bible reading passages and 
thanking Jesus for all He did and experienced to purchase our redemption. 

- You can praise Him for the physical and spiritual life you have!
- The sky really is the limit.
- But there’s nothing more profitable or powerful than getting into a conversation with God 

every single day where He talks to you through His Word, and you talk to Him through 
prayer.

- We should prepare our spaces to worship God. 
- It’s time to update your Celebration Wall. Get your Easter-themed verses posted. Put God’s 

Word in front of your eyes. Work on memorizing some of them every time you walk by the 
Wall.
- Post a list of life-themed praises and prayer requests.
- If you have a shelf as part of your Celebration Wall you can place certain elements on it 

as you approach Easter. Perhaps you can place a small palm branch on it on Palm 
Sunday. On Wednesday, maybe you could put a piece of unleavened bread on the palm 
branch. On Thursday you could add a nail or cross. On Friday and Saturday you would 
replace all of that with a miniature tomb, and then on Sunday roll the stone away!

- God created you to be creative just like He is, so let your creativity soar!
- And the whole purpose is to have a place in your church, home, classroom, or office that 

constantly draws your mind to God throughout the day.
- We must prepare our fellow disciples to worship God. 

- After the Last Supper, Jesus and the disciples sang a hymn. In Colossians 3:16 we read, 
“Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God.”

- God wants us to impact and influence each other. Whether it’s singing or talking with each 
other, we need to be pointing others to Christ.

- Invite your fellow disciples to participate in your Easter preparation. Share the Bible reading 
with them. Invite them to participate in decorating and interacting with your Celebration Wall, 
pray with them, and speak of God.

- Whether it’s your children or congregation, students or seniors, friends or family, if they are 
not born again, the best thing you can do is introduce them to God. If they are born again, 
the best thing you can do is help them grow in their worship of Him.
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